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Soft Shape Adventures! is a complete 
soft play system consisting of large 

geometric-shaped soft blocks. These 
soft, vinyl-covered blocks encourage 
creativity through stacking, balancing 

and building without straining a muscle!
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If it has been awhile since you’ve been to LincolnChildrensMuseum.org you’re sure to 
notice more than a few changes during your next visit to the Museum’s website.

In addition to an updated look that includes a scrolling banner highlighting upcoming 
Museum events, the website has incorporated a new navigation bar that enables 

visitors to fi nd the content they are looking for quickly and easily.

But cosmetic changes aren’t the only things new to the site. 

Now you can book Museum birthday parties online. Simply visit 
LincolnChildrensMuseum.org and click on the “Birthday Parties” link to ensure an 

extra special celebration at one of your child’s favorite places! 

Purchasing Museum memberships has never been easier. Simply click on the “Shop” 
button in the navigation bar and select the membership option of your choice. 

And don’t forget to check out the “Get Involved” section of the site to learn about 
volunteer and internship opportunities at the Lincoln Children’s Museum.

So be sure to keep up on the latest Museum happenings by checking out the new 
LincolnChildrensMuseum.org!
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News From the Big Chair
The Pursuit of HappinessDarren Macfee, Executive Director

Mission Statement
The Lincoln Children’s Museum 
invites children to create, discover, 
and learn through the power of play.

Earlier this summer I picked up an issue of Newsweek and was surprised to 
find an article that makes the assertion “Having kids does not make you happy.” 

Apparently there is a “Gross National Happiness” measure that reveals parents 
as 7 percentage points less likely to respond that they are happy as peers who 

have never had children.

As I read on, it appeared that the study’s findings debunk the notion that the act 
of simply bearing children somehow leads to some sort of inner peace and bliss. 

Actual parents, of course, know that this romanticized idea of parenting isn’t 
exactly how things are. Sleepless nights, potty training, finding a refrigerator full 

of spoiled food because someone turned the dial to the “off” position…these are 
not, what most would consider, blissful moments.

Do I sometimes wonder what it would be like without kids? Sure, I think we all 
do. Kids are expensive, and without them I could have a new car, buy my wife 

some fancy jewelry, and travel to exotic locales. There’s also a good chance that I 
would probably have fewer wrinkles and less gray hair.

And while my experiences as a parent might not rate as high on the “Gross 
National Happiness” scale, they have provided me with plenty of moments that 

I wouldn’t trade for anything. Watching my son ride his bike for the first time 
with no training wheels. Setting up camp in the back yard. Unwrapping presents 

every birthday and Christmas. And, maybe the best – the first time I heard, 
“I wuv you Daddy!”

So I guess the bottom line is this: it doesn’t really matter if I am as happy as my 
childless peers, as measured by some arbitrary index. Becoming a parent is a 

choice that my wife and I made, and we’re happy with it. For those who choose 
to remain childless, that’s a fine choice too. We are all responsible for our own 
happiness, and often it finds us when we aren’t even looking. If you do want to 

look for it, bring your little ones to the Lincoln Children’s Museum. 
We keep it in stock all the time!

I’ll see you at the Museum!
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This year’s crop of incoming kindergarteners helped push the 
2008 Kindergarten Kickoff into the record books with nearly 
4,800 visitors to the Museum between August 4-7.

Kindergarten Kickoff, a partnership between the City of Lincoln, 
Lincoln Public Schools, Lincoln City Libraries and Lincoln 
Children’s Museum, is designed to be a celebration of the fi rst 
step in a child’s educational journey. 

Playing host to over 60 schools, Kindergarten Kickoff provided 
children and their families the opportunity to meet their teachers, 
as well as enjoy a free evening at the Museum.

The Museum would like to thank all of the Kindergarten Kickoff 
partners, supporters and families for making this year’s event 
such a success.

The Museum would also like to extend a special “Thank you!” to 
our Kindergarten Kickoff Sponsors.

Kindergarten Kickoff
2008 Event Draws Record Crowd

What is art, exactly? Kids learn to answer for themselves through 
drawing and painting activities that emulate the styles of the 
world’s most famous artists and begin creating their own style.

Registration Fee
Members - $150.00
Non-Members - $165.00
Receive a $10 friend discount when you sign up with a friend!

Time
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Early drop off and late pick up available for an additional fee.

Age Range
Camps are geared for children who are currently enrolled in 
grades Kindergarten - 5th.

To register for camp visit LincolnChildrensMuseum.org 
or call 477-4000.

Fall Camp
Art: It’s in the Eye of the Beholder
October 27-31

Celebrate Birthdays at the Museum
Book Parties Online

The Lincoln Children’s Museum is the perfect place to celebrate 
your child’s next birthday party!

The Museum offers rooms to accommodate parties of all shapes 
and sizes and provides you the opportunity to choose from a 
number of exciting themes including Hawaiian, Safari, Sports 
and Tea parties.

Beginning at just $60 (5 children and 1 adult), parties include 
admission to the Museum for all guests and exclusive use of a 
decorated party room for one hour, complete with dress-up props. 
Party favors, lemonade and paper ware are also included.

Enjoy the convenience of booking your Museum Birthday Party 
online by visiting LincolnChildrensMuseum.org. Simply click on 
the “Birthday Parties” button and then “Book a Party” button. 
You’ll be able to view date and time openings, as well as select 
the theme and number of guests that will be attending.

In addition, booking your party online give your access to e-mail 
invitations that you can send to all of your guests, and the ability 
to have guests RSVP to the event.

To learn more about Birthday Parties at the Museum, visit 
LincolnChildrensMuseum.org and click on the “Birthday Parties” 
button.

Art is an important part of a child’s education. These children are 
developing hand-eye coordination, motor skills, and cognitive skills 
all while showing off their creativity.

The Lincoln Children’s Museum understands that a clean and 
healthy environment is an important component in our mission 
to promote the power of play. That’s why we clean and sanitize 
daily. It’s also why we designate an entire week each year in 
September as Cleaning Week. 

Providing Museum staff with the opportunity to disassemble 
and give each and every exhibit a thorough scrubbing, this year’s 
Cleaning Week is scheduled for September 8-12. 

The Museum will re-open, spic-and-span on 
Saturday, September 13.

Museum Closes for Cleaning Week
September 8-12
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Whether it’s making projects, discovering ideas or meeting 
new friends, Preschool Playtime offers children a stimulating 
environment catered to a wide range of developmental levels to 
ensure there’s something for everyone.

Each weekly session explores a new theme with a variety of 
hands-on activities designed to engage children ages 2-6, as 
well as their parents, in learning methods that enable kids to be 
themselves – all within a fun and comfortable atmosphere.

So join us for Preschool Playtime, where you and your child can 
enjoy the fun of learning and exploring at your own pace!

October Schedule
Oct. 1 – Fire Safety with the Lincoln Fire Department
Oct. 8 – Apples & Autumn
Oct. 15 – Ready, Set, Build
Oct. 22 – Camping with Lincoln Parks and Recreation
Oct. 29 – No Preschool Playtime

November Schedule
Nov. 5 – Ecosystem with UNL Ecology Professor Chad Brassil
Nov. 12 – Down on the Farm
Nov. 19 – Our Healthy Bodies
Nov. 26 – No Preschool Playtime

Shining Star is a unique program, developed by the Lincoln 
Children’s Museum, designed to serve families whose children 
have been compromised by disease, surgery or associated 
treatments. This special evening is closed to the general public, 
enabling families to enjoy a special night together in a safe and 
fun environment.

This year’s event will be held Friday, September 12 from 
5:30-8:00 pm. 

Providing a break in the isolation that often times accompanies 
these unique health challenges, Shining Star gives families the 
chance to enjoy the power of play within the friendly confi nes 
of the Lincoln Children’s Museum. For some, Shining Star 
represents a rare opportunity to meet and interact with others 
facing similar struggles and presents the chance to build 
memories of enjoying play outside of the home or hospital.

Shining Star is a FREE event for all children and families that 
participate. Prior to the event, the Museum will be thoroughly 
cleaned to standards described by health professionals and staff 
will be health screened to ensure participants enjoy the power 
of play in a safe and secure environment.

For more information about Shining Star, please contact the 
Museum at 477-4000.

Preschool Playtime
Wednesdays  
October-April, 9:30-11:00 am

Shining Star Event
Friday, September 12
5:30-8:00 pm

National Grandparents Day
Sunday, September 7
1:00-5:00 pm

Preschool Playtime participants learn the importance of fi re safety 
directly from the Lincoln Fire Department.

Celebrate generations of fun at the Lincoln Children’s Museum 
during our special National Grandparents Day event, sponsored 
by the Advanced Baby Center at Saint Elizabeth.

In addition to offering FREE admission for grandparents, 
the event will also feature a number of grandparent and 
child-friendly activities including face painting and BINGO.

A professional photographer will be on hand to help you preserve 
the memories of the day by offering a free 
family photo. Saint Elizabeth staff will 
also be providing chair massages, as well 
as child safety and health information.

So be sure to bring the whole family to the 
Lincoln Children’s Museum to celebrate 
National Grandparents Day!



Workshop Series
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Stuff a Scarecrow!
October 9-12

Toddler Playtime
Fall Sessions Begin September 18

Where can you go to create a one-of-a-kind fall decoration and 
enjoy some fantastic family fun at the same time? The Lincoln 
Children’s Museum of course! 

Join us for our Stuff a Scarecrow! workshop, part of the 
Museum’s popular Create It! Take It! series, October 9-12.
 
You’ll fi nd everything you need to create your very own, full-sized 
scarecrow – bib overalls and jeans, fl annel shirts and straw hats, 
stuffi ng and more! For just $25.00 families can pick and choose 
from a variety of supplies to create their very own scarecrow and 
leave the mess to us!

The Lincoln Children’s Museum asks that all Create It! Take 
It! workshop participants pre-register, so be sure and visit the 
Museum Welcome Desk or call 477-4000 to reserve a time to 
Stuff a Scarecrow!

Created with the understanding that infants and toddlers learn 
best when they are exploring the world around them with an 
attentive adult, Toddler Playtime provides parents and 
caregivers with the opportunity to really get down and play with 
their children. Creating an environment full of developmentally 
appropriate activities for children and adults to explore together, 
Toddler Playtime also facilitates interaction amongst parents, 
giving them the opportunity to share common experiences and 
learn about their child’s development.

One of the Museum’s most popular educational programs, 
Toddler Playtime is a cooperative effort between the Lincoln 
Children’s Museum and Two Kangaroos, a local company 
focused on enhancing the playtime experience.

The Fall session of Toddler Playtime begins Thursday September 
18 for 1-2 year olds, and Friday, September 19 for 2-3 year olds, 
with 9:30-10:30 am or 11:00 am-12:00 pm time slots available 
for both classes. Registration for an 8 week session is $40.00 in 
addition to regular admission or Museum membership.

For more information about Toddler Playtime, visit 
LincolnChildrensMuseum.org or call 477-4000 to register.

Toddler Playtime sponsored by:

Pegler Family Foundation 

The Gessert Family
John, Susie, Greta and Ingrid

What is something special about your family?

We just moved to Lincoln from Denver last summer.

How long have you been Museum members?

We became Museum members immediately when we moved 
to Lincoln in July 2007

What are your family’s favorite exhibits?

Greta’s favorite is the entire My Town exhibit.

Ingrid’s favorite is the dancing room (Recollections IV) on 
the lower level.

How often do you visit the Museum?

We visit the Museum about 15-18 times a year.

If you could create an exhibit for the Museum, 
what would it be?

Greta would like to add a recycling center and an 
employment offi ce where you could apply for jobs at the 
places in My Town.

Ingrid would create an “Artist Exhibit” with paint and other 
art supplies.

If you would like to be a part of Meet Our Members, contact the Museum at 
info@lincolnchildrensmuseum.org.




